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I'd like to download and read PDFs files offline on a 1st generation iPad that's been reset to factory settings.


I'm unable to install any apps - they always say that I need to update to the latest version of iOS, even if the app is compatible with iOS 5.1.1. I went to the App Store and they say it's because the apps from the AppStore are all 64-bit and my iPad is a 32-bit device. As a result, the seemingly simple task of downloading PDFs, saving them on my device and reading them later seems impossible.


How do I get PDF files onto my iPad for offline viewing?


Here are the screenshots of what apps I already have, and what happens if I try to install iBooks.
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                Can you try installing this app: itunes.apple.com/us/app/folio-the-pdf-reader/id372943436?mt=8
                
                
– Nimesh Neema
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                Aug 3, 2018 at 11:28
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                Neither of them work. It gives me the same error popups
                
                
– user1936752
                

                Aug 3, 2018 at 11:37
            

        

    
	
        
            
            

        

        
            
                
                Last try, any one of the apps from the following list which supports reading PDF: google.com/…
                
                
– Nimesh Neema
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                Aug 3, 2018 at 11:38
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                The Google search link lists "all" the apps compatible with iPad 1. You can keep sifting through the "lengthy" list, time permitting. You may end up finding that one app which is still supported and "works". If you happen to find one, please let us all know too. :)
                
                
– Nimesh Neema
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                Aug 3, 2018 at 11:49
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You don't need to install any app from the App Store to read PDF files. The stock iBooks app is sufficient to store and read PDF files in offline mode.


You get the PDF files in iBooks, you can open the PDF file in Safari (if it is hosted on a web-server and accessible by a URL) and copy it to iBooks app. Alternatively, you can sync PDF files from your Mac via iTunes.


The iBooks app for iOS is no longer compatible with iOS 5.1.1 and it is no longer possible to install it on iPad 1st generation.


An alternate approach to get PDFs onto the iPad to read in offline mode is to iMessage it to the device. Step by step instructions as follows:


	Set up iMessage on the iPad (by logging in with an Apple ID).

	From another iOS/macOS device, iMessage the PDF file to the Apple ID setup on the iPad.

	Once the message is received on the iPad, tap on the PDF thumbnail to download it. The PDF files gets downloaded and stored internally in the iMessage app. The same can now be accessed even without network.

	To view the PDF, simply tap on the thumbnail to view it full screen.




The only glitch with this approach is that the last read page history is not preserved between launches. Neither are features like bookmarks and search available.
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                I don't have iBooks after the factory reset and trying to get it from the app store gives the same error - that I need to update iOS to install it
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                @user1936752 Another workaround (but a bit clumsy) would be to iMessage the PDF files to the Apple ID which is setup with iMessage on this iPad. The PDF files will show up in iMessage app and can be read from there. Once received, the PDFs are downloaded on device and remain available for offline access.
                
                
– Nimesh Neema
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                You, sir, are a genius! This works and appears to be the only way to do it! Please add this into the answer.
                
                
– user1936752
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                @user1936752 As I mentioned this approach is clumsy. I have mentioned a couple apps in the comments for the question. Do check them out and let me know if you can install either one or both of them. I'll update the answer accordingly.
                
                
– Nimesh Neema
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                fired up my iPad 1 (2010) w iOS 5.1.1 today and downloaded iBooks (Apple Books) no problem. Have a few PDFs in it now that I sent to it via iMessage. You have to load iBooks from the "Purchased" section of App Store.
                
                
– BartmanEH
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The Apple Store answer is incorrect. The App Store still contains apps that are combined 32 bit and 64 bit, specifically to support older devices like yours.


However app developers can themselves decide not to create 32 bit code for their apps anymore. That is by choice - not something forced by Apple.


To solve your problem just use the built-in PDF viewer or download an app that still supports 32 but devices. I would also suggest simply following the instruction you have given - namely to update the device to the latest available iOS for that device.
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                Sorry, what is the built in pdf viewer? I can only see PDFs at the moment on Safari (and that works if I'm connected to the internet). There seems to be no option to download it or to open it. iBooks isn't on my iPad and trying to get it from the App Store results in an error message asking me to update iOS
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                That is the built-in reader :-) Just update the iOS if you want more.
                
                
– jksoegaard
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                @jksoegaard iOS 5.1.1 is the last supported release for iPad 1.
                
                
– Nimesh Neema
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                Yes, I know - but the question did not originally state which version of iOS was installed.
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I was able to transfer a PDF just now from my Mac OS 12 Mac to my iOS 5.1.1 iPad via dock-USB cable and the Finder. In a Finder window, navigate to the iPad. Click the "Manage Storageâ€¦" button in the upper-right of the window. A small overlay will pop up. The overlay's left sidebar will include several categories of apps-files. Select Books. Click and drag a PDF from your Mac's  filesystem into the file listing section of the overlay. The PDF should appear within your iBook's library as soon as your iPad syncs.
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                I just click-and-dragged a PDF from Notes into the Finder's Manage Storage overlay.
                
                
– fpt
                

                Aug 24, 2022 at 16:53
            

        

    


	    


        
                    Add a comment
                 | 
            
        
         
    

    




                                
                                    You must log in to answer this question.
                                




                            
                                

Not the answer you're looking for? Browse other questions tagged 	ios
	ipad
	pdf

.                                

                            
                

            


            

        

    
    
        	
                            The Overflow Blog
                        
	
            
            

            
                Building GenAI features in practice with Intuit Mailchimp
            

        
	
            
            

            
                A leading ML educator on what you need to know about LLMs
            

        
	
                            Featured on Meta
                        
	
            

            

            
                Our partnership with Google and commitment to socially responsible AI
            

        
	
            

            

            
                Shifting the data dump schedule: A proposal
            

        


    




    

		




    

		



        

    


        
            Related

            
                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        PDF Searching/Http Syncing on iPad
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        Erase a 1st gen iPad
                    

                    
                        
                            6

                        
                        How do I upgrade my iOS on my iPad 1st generation?
                    

                    
                        
                            7

                        
                        Finding old versions of iOS apps (for 5.1.1 on a 1st Generation iPad)
                    

                    
                        
                            2

                        
                        Finding old version of iOS apps for a 1st Generation iPad running iOS 5.1.1
                    

                    
                        
                            1

                        
                        Changing the Apple ID on a 1st generation iPad
                    

                    
                        
                            0

                        
                        iBooks management of PDF files
                    

            

        

        



    
    
        
            Hot Network Questions
        
    

    	
                

                    Is electricity current actually the flow of electrical charges?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my clear wood finish drying orange?
                

            
	
                

                    Contract for plumber vs roofer
                

            
	
                

                    Can air itself be theoretically considered as a (very poor) wireless ESD grounding strap?
                

            
	
                

                    How are directory contents determined in Finder?
                

            
	
                

                    Children's book about a cat named Clara and a cat named Mrs. Cat
                

            
	
                

                    Should we give page numbers to each pages of the research paper?
                

            
	
                

                    Anna tries to make triangles from broken sticks
                

            
	
                

                    Delayed blast fireball + sculpt spell = safely pick up fireball?
                

            
	
                

                    What's this vintage diode(?) from the 1970s?
                

            
	
                

                    What does "obey/peithomenois" mean in "but obey unrighteousness" Romans 2:8?
                

            
	
                

                    Is it acceptable to abbreviate “Foxtrot” to “Fox”?
                

            
	
                

                    How do I describe when someone is in possession of something they haven't been given
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the Compaq FWS2ASPI.SYS driver not recognized as an ASPI driver?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is the lunar relief not visible in photographs of solar eclipses?
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a relationship between καθαιρέω ("destroy") and καθαίρω ("purify")?
                

            
	
                

                    Am I required to replace the aluminum wire with copper when selling my home?
                

            
	
                

                    Is knowledge non-physical?
                

            
	
                

                    How can I penalize using accelerated time in Full Dive Virtual Reality?
                

            
	
                

                    How would a creature adapted to life in a completely dark environment also have the ability to change its skin pattern like an octopus?
                

            
	
                

                    Why is my car losing control and vibrating
                

            
	
                

                    Burial Traditions
                

            
	
                

                    Is there a work of fiction so great that is so different from our everyday reality that there is 'absolutely' nothing similar to it
                

            
	
                

                    What does 老 indicate in 为啥他老在摇？
                

            



        
            more hot questions
        



                
        
            
            Question feed
        
    

    
        
            
                Subscribe to RSS
            

            
                
                    
                        Question feed
                        To subscribe to this RSS feed, copy and paste this URL into your RSS reader.

                    
                

                
                    
                    
                

            

            
                
            
        

    




    




default



                        

        

    


        
    

        
    
        
            
                    
                        Ask Different

                        	Tour
	Help
	Chat
	Contact
	Feedback


                    

                
                    Company

                    	Stack Overflow
	Teams
	Advertising
	Collectives
	Talent
	About
	Press
	Legal
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Service
	Cookie Settings
	Cookie Policy


                

                
                    
                        Stack Exchange Network

                        	
                                
                                    Technology
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Culture & recreation
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Life & arts
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Science
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Professional
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Business
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    API
                                
                            
	
                                
                                    Data
                                
                            


                    

                

            
            
                	Blog
	Facebook
	Twitter
	LinkedIn
	Instagram



                
Site design / logo © 2024 Stack Exchange Inc; user contributions licensed under CC BY-SA.                    rev 2024.3.7.5898
                

            

        


            
                Apple is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the US and other countries. This site is not affiliated with or endorsed by Apple Inc. in any way.
            

    


    

            
            
            
        
        
            


    
    