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                Welcome to Ask Different. Have you tried examining the metadata associated with one file that is "searchable" and another that isn't? In the terminal app, type mdls and then drag both files (together or one by one) into the window and drop the icons. Then press return.
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Can you just use the finder search, and search for 'the' (or another search term that is guaranteed to be in every searchable pdf). Then just copy those files to another folder.


Just pick a term that doesn't appear in the filenames of the other files.
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